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President’s Message
Margo Ritchie, CSJ

Each morning, | sip coffee, pray and read in
front of my large living room window. Being
on second floor | have a very direct view of
the street in front of my place. And each
morning, without fail, at precisely between
7.10 and 7.13am, for the last two years, a
young couple push a stroller past my window
on their way, | assume, to a daycare. The
child in the stroller is now about 3 years old.
My summertime view of them tells me that
the parents are young - about 18 years old.
My hunch is that they did not have a well-
planned, thought-through family beginning.
My wintertime view sees them bundled up
and trudging along in the pitch black. |
wonder about them if they miss a day.

They have become for me an image of day
after day faithfulness and the not so easy
path of “persisting in love.” This language of
persisting in love would never occur to them
and yet here they are day after day. They
remind me of what we celebrate as the
mysteries of our Christian tradition unfold
these days, namely, that Jesus persisted in
love. In a nutshell, this sums up the Holy
Thursday - Good Friday - Easter event.
Persisting in love, in any culture, carries
consequences.

Let’s paint a picture of what this persisting
in love might look like today.

In a recent interview about Haiti, Sister
Mary Alban of Toronto, along with the
other sisters who live in Haiti said that in her
many years there, she had been part of
building 45 hurricane-proof homes...all now
destroyed. Years of work gone in a heartbeat.
And yet, she and so many like her, persist in
love.

KAIROS, the ecumenical justice group had
$9 million cut from their CIDA budget for
reasons which simply do not make sense.
Funding for a legal clinic which was to

address rape as a war crime in the Congo,

a women’s human rights centre in Mexico, a
process for democratic peace in the Sudan, a
human rights centre in Indonesia, are coming
to an end with no notice. False information
is spread through Canadian government
sources that KAIROS supports the rights of
Palestinians over and against the rights of
Israelis. KAIROS staff, ordinary people with
families and commitments, offer to take a
10% pay cut each to enable the continuation
of the overseas programs. They continue to
lobby; they imagine new partnerships. In
other words, instead of discouragement as
the final word, they persist in love.

The sisters in the United States who are part
of the investigation of religious life by
Cardinal Rode’s department in the Vatican
have begun, with greater intention, to turn
their attention again and still to what is of
the essence in religious life; they have
refused to let anger or fear have the final
word, and go on persisting in love.

And personally, each of us, in the daily round
of our lives “come up against it.” Can we,
against all odds some days, find that space in
ourselves where persisting in love is what we
know we must do? Can we let the story of
Jesus shed light on and enfold our own
story? Can we open to the love that makes
persisting even possible?

And we, who carry the daunting tag-line of
the Congregation of the Great Love of God,
wonder again what creative forms will
emerge as we persist in love. Unbeknownst
to them, the young couple outside my
window, along with so many other compelling
stories of persisting in love, become a circle
of support as we move into our future.

Easter blessings!



From the Desk of the Executive Director
Valerie Van Cauwenberghe, csj

“With Your Whole Heart” (Joel 2:12),
summarizes very well the spirit, prayer
and discussion which characterized the
Federation Board meeting in Hamilton in
mid February. The days were facilitated
by Sister Pat Kozak CSJ who posed the
question, “What is God calling us to as a
Canadian Federation?” Sharing the State
of the Heart and the State of the House
allowed participants time to reflect on
that question.

One highlight
of the meeting
was the evening
devoted to
thanking Sister
Veronica
O’Reilly for her
dedication to
the Federation
as Executive
Director and for
her foresight in
the implementation of a variety of ways
to strengthen Federation by involving its
members. We thank her and wish her
many blessings in the days to come.

Also we had an opportunity to thank the

Leadership Teams of Toronto and Sault
Ste Marie for their contribution to the
Federation and the broader communities
where they minister. These congregations
will be in Chapter sessions in April 2010.

Prior to the Board days, the Core Futuring
Team gathered for its first meeting with
Sister Pat Kozak. The members were
grateful for the time they were able to
spend together, talking with and listening to
each other and exploring the understanding
of the task at hand. Sister Veronica
O’Reilly joined the group to present a
well-received overview of the Oneness
Project to help position the past in
relation to this next phase. Initial planning
and dates for future meetings were
formulated and we thank the Sisters on
the Core Futuring Team for their willing-
ness to be part of this key phase in our
history.

On the international scene several of you
have commented that you appreciate
reading the CSJournal of the Sisters of
the International Congregation of Chambéry.
We have communicated your message
of support to the sisters.

Futuring Group—L-R: Srs Pat Kozak, Georgette Gregory (T), Pauline Shea (Pet), Janet
Zadorsky (L), Joan Atkinson (L), Margaret Mary O’Gorman (Pem), Lucy Godfrey (H),
Eleanor Daly (Pem), Kathleen O’Neill (H), Helen Russel (Pet), Mary Mettler (TO)

Sister Edna McKeever CSJ (USA) is now
working in LePuy on the archives. This
project was undertaken by the Global
Coordinating Group at the request of the
Sisters in LePuy, who have been taking
care of the archives over the years. These
archives form part of the patrimony of all
CSJ Sisters and it is important to continue
to maintain the preservation of our
history.

Sister Janet Gagnon, General Superior of
Lyon recently wrote: “Today we had an
historical moment - Aoste, Institute,
Annecy and Lyon met to start up the
workings of a CSJ inter-novitiate in West
Africa that will start 2011! Thereis a
widening knowledge and feeling of
sisterhood among us as we learn more
and more about the events and work in
which all CSJs worldwide are engaged.
Please continue to hold all of us in
prayer.

As the glorious feast of Easter approaches
may each of us experience the fact that
HOPE is in the air and in our hearts!
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The Green Xindow- Part 4

Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change: A Canadian Youth Perspectiv

/\f /7
gj /\V\\’a
/\’7\ (A s

Laura Tozer, is a graduate student at
the University of Toronto completing a
Masters in Geography and Environmental
Studies with a focus on community
renewable energy. She and 11 other U
of T students acted as observers of the
Copenhagen negotiations and lobbied
governments, with youth from around
the world, for an equitable renewable
world. Here are her reflections.

“I have
been
involved
| inthe
United
Nations
= | Frame-
4 work
Con-
vention on Climate Change international
negotiations since 2005 as an advocate, a
communicator, and a student. | work to
represent young people who lack a
voice in the negotiations that are deciding
our future, and to communicate with the
public directly about what is going on
behind the scenes. | have gained a
great deal of experience in this role and
| have had the opportunity to work with
some amazing young people that are
dedicated advocates for action on climate
change.

In Copenhagen, the world was supposed
to conclude negotiating the new phase
of greenhouse gas reduction and climate
change adaptation commitments to
take place after the first period of the
Kyoto Protocol ends. Our leaders failed
us and the negotiations sputtered to an
end with the Copenhagen Accord
drawn up by the US, Brazil, South Africa,
India and China, which was not an
outcome of the UN negotiation process
and has nowhere near the level of am-
bition and action required to confront
climate change.

Canada’s involvement was so shameful
that the coalition of over 400 international

environmental organizations awarded
it the Fossil of the Year award —an
‘honour’ reserved for the country that
is the most obstructive to progress on
reaching a climate change agreement.
Representing a country that so clearly
worked against international action on
climate change made us harsh critics
very quickly. However, we were very
frustrated as they accredited 45,000
people but the venue only held 15,000.
By the second week non-governmental
organizations representatives were
barred and so with disappointment we
watched voiceless from afar.

In Copenhagen Canada’s representatives
did not put forward any money to help
vulnerable countries adapt to climate
change; they stuck with one of the
worst greenhouse gas emission targets
in the industrialized world, a 3% reduction
from 1990 levels by 2020; they expressed
a desire to replace the Kyoto framework,
and they argued for a 2006 baseline
(not 1990) that would forgive the
emission growth that has happened in
the interim.

It will be the youth of today who will be
left to deal with life in a changed world
tomorrow, based on decisions made in
Copenhagen. However, | feel hopeful
because of the amazing people that |
worked with that are dedicated to this
issue and because | met so many deci-
sion makers from other jurisdictions
that are acting on climate change, from
cities to provinces to the World Council
of Churches. We all need to follow this
example and start building a hopeful
future by addressing climate change
boldly.”

We, Sisters of St. Joseph, can join
Canadian youth to raise the dashed
hopes of Copenhagen out of the arid
dust of distrust and denial. To think
critically is to counter the culture of
denial that is discrediting climate
science through the power of corporations

/) ,
and media. This beliilstaks—t/lym /

human activity is not'significantin
global warming. There is no global
emergency and no reason to change
attitudes and behaviours. Is this the
gospel imperative we embody? No!
Together let us be the voice for our
wounded earth building relationships
of mutual respect and integrity.

Recommended reading: Heat by
George Mondiot, particularly the
chapter on “ Denial Industry”.

The Village Earth Program
and Practicum

“A place and time to come
home to Earth”

In conjunction with the Canadian
Federation, the Village Earth Center
at Villa St. Joseph in Cobourg, Ontario
is now offering—

Village Earth |,
a Certificate Program and Course

This one week course provides a
unique opportunity to integrate faith
awareness and spiritual understanding
within the horizon of Earth’s presence
and care. It will be a sacred time to
begin to learn the ways our faith can
be known and lived within the wisdom
of the Universe Story.

June 30- July 7, 2010

Program Director:
Linda Gregg, CSJ, DMin (Cand. Regis)

Ecology and Ethics:
Mary Rowell, CSJ, PhD

To learn more about this program
see: www.villastjoseph.ca
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FEDERATION OF SISTERS OF
ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA

Location: 95 St. Joseph St., Room 104
Mailing Address: 81 St. Mary Street
Toronto, ON M5S 1J4

Phone: 416-424-4685
Fax: 416-424-1714
Email: can.csj-fed@bellnet.ca

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

UNITED BY A COMMON STORY
AND CHARISM WE
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF
CANADA FORM A FEDERATION
WHOSE PURPOSE IS
TO FOCUS AND EMPOWER
ONE ANOTHER
IN THE PASSIONATE LIVING OF
OUR MISSION OF ACTIVE
AND INCLUSIVE LOVE.

Westing you a truly Uessed
and joyous Eastenr.

Scster Valerie & Manganet
Federation Office

Congregational Staff Profile—
New Series on Congregational Archivists

Linda Wicks — from the Congregation
of Sisters of St. Joseph in Toronto

With an undergraduate degree in history
from the University of Toronto, Linda
decided at the end of her fourth year that a
profession in Archives was a distinct possibility.
Phone calls to various Toronto Archives
including the Archdiocese of Toronto led first
to a summer job and then a full-time position
working for the Archdiocesan archivist, Sister
Frieda Watson, CSJ. After twelve years of
employment with the Chancery, a certificate
in the archival studies program at George
Brown College and a M.A. in History from the
University of Toronto, Linda accepted a
position as congregational archivist with the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto in October 1998. This job opening was advertised
just before Linda and her husband, Russ, were expecting their second child. Maria
Catharina was born, coincidently, on March 19, 1998, a sister to Joshua who was
three years of age at the time. Linda continued to be conscious of professional
development and welcomed the opportunities to serve as an executive member
with the Canadian Catholic Historical Association and the Catholic Archivist Group.

Now in her twelfth year as congregational archivist, Linda continues to enjoy the
work and is grateful for all the creative opportunities to share the history of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto. The oral history project that began in early 2000 and
later resulted in the publication, “Wisdom Raises Her Voice: Sisters of St. Joseph of
Toronto Celebrate 150 Years” afforded her the rare opportunity to meet and get to
know each and every sister in the community and learn about their past and present
ministries. Over a twelve month period over 150 sisters were interviewed in ses-
sions varying from 30 to 120 minutes. Each sister described her family background,
her education, her call to religious life, her time in formation, the missions in which
she served and the changes she had observed over time. The interview concluded
with the sister’s commentary on the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph and a
reflection on the future of religious life. These interviews were transcribed and
reviewed by a three-member working group and the edited extracts created the
anniversary publication.

Today the Federation Archives Taskforce is working diligently to create a CSJ biography
database that will include personal histories of over 2400 deceased women who
have lived and died as Sisters of St. Joseph, each as a member of one of the six
Canadian congregations. Currently this Archives Taskforce is working on a Federation
anniversary publication and Linda sees this project as just one more opportunity for
the congregations to share their histories.

New challenges are certainly on the horizon with the pending move in the Fall of
2010 to a new office building recently purchased by the Toronto Congregation. The
congregation’s archives as well as the Canadian CSJ Federation archives will be
moving to 101 Thorncliffe Park Drive, the new administrative home for the Genera-
late and various ministry offices as the congregation plans for a new residence for
the sisters at 2 O’Connor Drive in Toronto.
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